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newspaper men, in quest of information, are told by Gordon Aucmncloss to see his father-in-law, Colonel House."
I told Mr. White that these things were so small I was sure they had never entered the President's mind, but that I knew he would appreciate his thought in telling me of them, and he would look into them. "Yes," Mr. White answered, "they are small things, but Lansing is a small man, and sometimes personal vanity makes or mars the success of large affairs."
I begged him to feel I would always welcome his confidences, knowing they came from interest and friendship. We had a delightful day sightseeing, and an opportunity to talk over many things; and I still recall the tour with pleasure. I waited until the following Sunday afternoon, which was the one holiday of the whole week for my husband. After going to church in the morning we usually went for a motor ride in the country. This Sunday it was raining, but we bundled up and went in an open car with the top up, and I told him of Mr. White's conversation.
When I said that Lansing was hurt about the meetings, I can hear his voice now as he replied: "Why, I am very sorry about that; it never occurred to me and I am quite sure it never did to House." He then added: "I will see that it is changed, for White is right about it." I then told him about the newspaper matter, and to that he said: "I have been working out a plan in my own mind. It is this: I have decided to ask Mr. Ray Stannard Baker, for whom I have the highest regard, to act as an intermediary between our Commission and the other press representatives. It is highly important that the right news be given out, so I am going to ask Baker to accept this position, and come to see me every night at seven o'clock, when I will go over with him everything that has transpired during the day, telling him what is finished and what is unfinished business, and suggesting that the completed business be furnished all the papers, but that questions still under discussion be omitted."